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School Placement

Choosing the best education leads many families to 
consider the UK for English Language courses, specialist 

short courses, boarding school and university. The UK 
offers a huge selection of courses and so it is not an 
easy decision to make. 

Understanding the needs and strengths of children 
may be straightforward for parents, but to match them 
to their best suited course or boarding school is more 
challenging and critical. You need to understand more 
than exam results, activities and facilities - will your child 
be safe, happy and successful? Will they be able to fully 
develop their interests and skills and learn new ones?

Academic Families wants the best for our students - as 
if they are our own children. Our continuous service 
starts when we understand each student’s personality, 
strengths, weaknesses and objectives. Once we’ve 
helped you narrow down your options and select your 
match, we then provide the local UK support required by 
each student throughout their UK education.

We work hard to ensure each student is safe, happy  
and successful.

Our excellent knowledge of the UK education system and our British Council training means we 
understand British education from the inside and know how to help you find the best education. 

UK based and British Council trained - our team of advisers have the best knowledge and 
experience to support you.  

Quality You Can Trust - British Council 

We’ve lived overseas ourselves – and most of us are 
mothers - so we understand how important it is to find 
the very best education for every child. 

Our guardianship service is fully accredited by AEGIS 
– the Association for the Education and Guardianship 
of International Students - so you know your child will 
have the best UK-wide local support.                    

“Academic Families provide a guardianship service 
of the highest calibre for students and their families. 
Their knowledgeable and experienced staff provide 
exemplary pastoral and academic support to help 
ensure that students are extremely well looked after, and 
achieve to the best of their ability,”

AEGIS Lead Inspector 2016

fully accredited to gold standard

TM



www.academicfamilies.com 3

How to Choose the Best Education?

Many students first come to the UK for an English 
Language or specialist short course – we can help you 
find a course to develop more than English skills. 

Our expertise in finding the best boarding school 
education for each student is world class. We help 
you choose between International Study Centres 
(international students only) and traditional UK 
boarding schools (UK & international students with 
language quotas).

Most of our students progress to UK university so we 
offer careers guidance, course selection and application 
support for Under Graduates and Post Graduates alike.

We guide parents and students through the UK education system, through selection and admissions 
and then we support students when they are here in the UK. Our British Council training underpins our 
years of professional and personal experience.

If you are considering a UK education then let us 
share our experience and knowledge to help you 
choose the best.
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English Language Course
Holiday courses can be a wonderful way to improve 
English, as well as providing a fun and enjoyable 
holiday-time experience. Cultural, sports and arts 
interests can be developed as well as English language 
– there’s a huge choice to suit everyone.

Of course, you won’t be surprised to learn our speciality 
is residential English Language courses in boarding 
schools. We also recommend courses at specialist 
language schools and 1:1 intensive tutor homestays.  
The choice is yours.

Short Boarding School Experience
Some children only want a short boarding experience 
so we recommend summer boarding school experience 
courses from 2 weeks to 2 months or full boarding 
school education from 1 term to 1 year. 

Boarding School
Rankings don’t work for UK boarding schools  - because 
you can’t rank all the extra value they add to each child 
but you do need to find the schools with specialism 
and success in the areas of importance to your child.  
Because Academic Families Guardianship also looks 
after children once they are at school, our professional 
placement team can combine our knowledge and 
experience to ensure the best fit for each child.

We match schools to your child – we don’t fit your child 
into ‘one of our’ schools as other agents might do. We 
work with 300 carefully selected boarding schools so 
we have great matches for every child ensuring they are 
safe, happy and successful.

UK Education
International Study Centres
International Study Centres (ISC) should not be confused 
with traditional UK boarding schools although some 
boarding schools do have their own attached ISC.

If you want your child to attend boarding school with 
British children then you want a traditional boarding 
school. Only international students attend ISCs and 
although their facilities may be brand new, they don’t 
have all the traditional culture and activities you would 
expect from a mature boarding school.

They have an excellent role if your child needs some 
additional preparation before joining a UK boarding 
school and can be considered for a short term bridge.

University
Our specialist advisers assist students to select and apply 
for their university course at all levels - Foundation, Under 
Graduate, Pre-Masters and Post Graduate. 

We guide you through the wide choice of universities 
from small, rural campuses to large city universities  
and help you select from the hundreds of courses that 
might suit you. Once you have confirmed your choice 
of university and course, we continue to support you 
with your applications, accommodation, visa and 
guardianship – whatever you need.

With our support, our students transition to university as 
easily as possible.
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Specialist Support

5 Schools

1 
Register - Complete our online registration; 
upload a colour copy of your child’s passport 
and 2 recent school reports; pay our 
registration fee

3
Assessment - We may ask your child to sit our 
online assessments so we can confirm their 
academic ability

5 
School matching - We carefully select the best 
matched schools to your requirements

7
Confirmation - You decide the best 3 - 5 
schools to apply to, transfer payment for all 
their registration fees and our matching fee 
and we will do the rest

9
Interview preparation - If you want, we can 
help your child with tips and interview practice

11 
Offer - We help you review offers and confirm 
your preferred school

13 
Tier 4 Visa - If you want, our immigration 
specialist can review your documentation to 
support a successful visa application

2
Getting to know you - Our Placement 
Specialist will video call your child (and you) 
to review your registration, add their personal 
understanding and exchange knowledge

4
Tutoring - We can make recommendations 
if we think it would benefit your child’s 
applications

6 
Review - We will discuss the matched schools 
and can include other suggestions, if required, 
but it is unusual to exceed 5 preferred schools

8 
School registration - We complete each 
school’s registration and arrange their 
assessments

10 
Assessment - Your child completes their school 
assessments including video interviews

12 
Acceptance - We will tell schools of 
your decision. You complete your chosen 
offer acceptance and pay the deposit to 
secure the place

14 
Guardianship - Transfer to our AEGIS 
accredited guardianship to ensure your child 
is Safe, Happy and Successful throughout 
their schooling

Optional services - Additional fees apply 

School visit  - If you are able to visit your preferred schools then we can plan your itinerary
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Some families choose a school close to friends or family 
in the hope they will provide guardian care and hosting 
when their child has short breaks from school. However, 
the ‘closest’ school may not be the best match for your 
child so Academic Families enables you to choose 
the best school without worrying about who you know 
nearby. We then provide the guardianship care and 
a local host family and, of course, we can also make 
all the arrangements for visits to friends or family if 
you prefer.

UK boarding education gives international students 
a head start understanding British culture but total 
immersion with a UK family during weekends and 
holidays from school ensures they live the culture.

Most UK boarding schools require their international students to have a nominated educational 
guardian to provide additional care outside term times. 

To ensure student safety we manage UK transfers 
and  offer only carefully selected and vetted host 
families. We can provide liaison between parents and 
school, representation on your behalf at school events, 
assistance with visas and shopping.

We’re here because you can’t be.

“Academic Families provide a guardianship service 
of the highest calibre for students and their families. 
Their knowledgeable and experienced staff provide 
exemplary pastoral and academic support to help 
ensure that students are extremely well looked after, and 
achieve to the best of their ability,”

AEGIS Lead Inspector 2016

Guardianship

fully accredited to gold standard

TM
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How much do language and short 
courses cost?
They vary from £300 to £2,000 / week depending on 
the programme

How can we choose the best course?
Decide what you want to learn beyond English 
language – either try new skills or develop current 
ones, then we will find the best course so you can live 
your dreams!

Can my child try boarding school to make sure 
it’s for them?
Yes, of course, there are summer holiday boarding 
school taster courses for 2 weeks to 2 months and some 
boarding schools will accept students for one term only.

FAQs - Short Courses
How long can I study English before applying 
for a degree course and can I work while 
I’m learning?
You can study for up to 6 months if you are not yet 18 
years, and 11 months if you’re 18+. Nobody can work 
on a short-term study visa.  
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How much are boarding school fees? 
They vary from £25,000 to £35,000 + 

How can we choose the best course or school?
It’s very difficult because there aren’t any comprehensive 
rankings. Our advice is always to decide on what your 
child wants to do beyond academics and then we can 
suggest great options to pursue their dreams. 

How do we apply to boarding school?
Our advisers will apply to each school on your behalf, 
presenting your child in the best light and to meet each 
school’s application preferences. 

Does my child have to have an excellent 
academic record?
No, each school has different criteria and we match 
each child with schools where they can achieve their full 
potential.

How fluent in English does my child need to be?
Each school has different criteria and there are many short 
courses to boost English skills.

My child has an interest or skill – can they 
develop it?
Of course - there are many sport, music and drama 
specialist schools with different levels of academics.  
There are many summer short courses to try new  or 
develop old skills.

What if my child needs Learning Support?
Many schools cater for a variety of Special Education 
Needs so we are able to find the best match for each 
child where they can be fully supported to achieve their 
greatest success.

When should we start looking for a school?
Ideally 18 months before attending but late applications 
can be placed.

FAQs - Boarding School
Is there an ideal age to start school?
It depends on your child. However, any age from 9-13 
years, depending on maturity, or at the start of a 1 year 
GCSE, 2 year GCSE or 2 year A Level course in Year 
10, 11 or 12 respectively.

Do we need to have a relative or friend 
nearby to help?
Not at all – the Academic Families team is your local 
family – we’re here because you can’t be.   

Can an international student work while at 
boarding school?
Tier 4 Child visa allows students to work for up to 10 
hours per week but most schools won’t allow boarders to 
work unless during the hoilidays.
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How much does an Under Graduate 
degree cost?
Undergradtuate fees range from £11,000 to £15,000 
up to £40,000+ for a top undergraduate medical 
degree. Living costs vary by location but ~£9,000 
pa. International students pay more than UK and 
European students.

How much does a Post Graduate 
degree cost?
Masters degrees vary from £12,000 to £20,000 and 
are usually 1 year. This is shorter than in other countries 
so living costs are reduced. International students pay 
more than UK and European students.

How long are university courses?
Foundation courses are 1 year. Students can then 
progress into 1st or 2nd year of a Under Graduate 
course. Under Graduate Courses are 3 or 4 years.
Post Graduate courses are 1-3 years.

How do you choose the best Foundation or 
PreMasters course?
Once you have decided on the subject, style of learning 
and location, we can help narrow down your choice of 
courses and universities.

FAQs - University
How do you apply for a university course?
Our advisers will manage your application 
through UCAS.

Can I work while I study?
On a Tier 4 General visa you can work for up to 20 
hours a week and during the holidays.

Can I work after I graduate?
Most Tier 4 General visas allow you to stay for  4 
months after your course finishes and most courses allow 
you to apply for a 2 year Post Study visa.
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The Academic Families team work closely together to ensure your child’s safety and enjoyment. They 
are recognised by the British Council, AEGIS, English UK and Youth Mental Health England for their 
professionalism and expertise. The key people you will probably meet include:

Our Team

Lorna Clayton Founder, Director 
Lorna lived overseas for 13 years in Australia, South America and East Africa. She 
founded a Kenyan education charity in 1993, funding and placing needy students in 
education.  

Although still a trustee, and with 20 years’ business experience, since 2012, Lorna 
has led the Academic Families team to deliver our premier personal and professional 
service enabling international families to find the best UK education.  

As a British Council agent and an international mother, Lorna’s knowledge and 
expertise ensures our students receive the best possible advice and support leading to 
their educational success.

Roni Jennings - Operations Manager, Child Protection Officer
Roni heads our Placement and Guardianship teams and is designated Child 
Protection Officer. Roni’s extensive experience of international education includes 
20+ years teaching in British curriculum international schools, latterly as Deputy Head 
in Kenya.  Her great insight into the challenges international children face when 
moving cultures, curriculum and learning styles enables her team to ensure your child 
understands the best ways to  school success and happiness.

As a British Council trained agent, Roni fully supports our parents to make their best 
educational decisions. Her expertise placing students in closely matched schools 
ensures their happiness and success and her role as Child Protection Officer, always 
putting each child’s welfare foremost, ensures their safety and wellbeing.

Louise Brunton - Business Development Manager
Louise has lived extensively throughout SE Asia, the Middle East and the Caribbean.  
Working for international travel and relocation companies has developed Louise’s 
cultural intelligence ensuring her excellent international understanding and 
relationships.

Coming to the UK for her own boarding education and selecting the best boarding 
schools for her own 3rd culture children has given Louise a wealth of personal and 
professional experience. She is a great support for parents – understanding their 
dilemma of choosing the right education for each child.  Louise is responsible for 
introducing our services to families from around the world, ensuring we provide the 
support they need.
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Sophie Clayton - Guardianship Manager 
Sophie’s early education was in Kenya before moving to the UK to complete her 
education. Sophie swam competitively at national level then taught swimming for 
7 years at top schools and clubs including Loughborough University. Her natural 
teaching skills and easy rapport with our students ensure their education goes 
beyond the classroom as they develop their independence safely and happily. On 
graduating, she travelled through SE Asia and worked in Australia before returning 
to the UK.

Sophie manages our Guardianship support and is responsible for our students’ UK 
arrangements and safety when they are not in school. She is supported by a team 
of Area Managers providing local guardianship support throughout the UK. As a 
British Council certified Agent, Sophie has comprehensive knowledge of the UK 
education system, visa regulations and best business practice ensuring our families 
are professionally supported at all times.

Debbie Spens - Counsellor
Debbie’s 30 year career within boarding education has given her great experience 
of the issues facing our international students as they adapt to, and benefit from, 
their boarding education. Debbie’s career includes Special Educational Needs 
teaching with a special interest in pastoral care within the boarding school 
community, teaching PSHE and training Mindfulness in Schools. Debbie is a Mental 
Health First Aid instructor and has trained the Academic Families team to ensure we 
understand how best to support the wellbeing and mental health of our students.

Debbie’s Post Graduate Diploma in Careers Guidance enables her to work as 
a Careers Advisor and Consultant for UK and international boarding schools 
and students.

Lisa Guo - Chinese Language Support
After a business career in China, Lisa came from Beijing to the UK in 2001. Now 
married with a school age son, Lisa’s first hand knowledge of both education 
systems enables her to support our Chinese families understand everything you need 
to know about UK education and culture.

Lisa also ensures our schools understand some of the cultural background our 
students come from so everyone can learn together!

Language Supporters 
Our Language Supporters understand the challenges moving to a new country, 
culture and language from their personal experience and translate more than words 
to support our families.

Area Managers
Our team of local Area Managers have many years’ experience living overseas and 
educating their own children in the UK. They provide our UK-wide local support.
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Contact Us
www.academicfamilies.com
hello@academicfamilies.com 
+44 131 331 3317
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